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Editorial 
 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are a universal call to action to end poverty, protect the 

planet, and ensure that all people enjoy peace and prosperity by 2030. These 17 goals build on the 

successes of the Millennium Development Goals, while including new areas such as climate change, 

economic inequality, innovation, sustainable consumption, peace, and justice, among other priorities. 

The SDGs are integrated, recognizing that action in one area will affect outcomes in others, and that 

development must balance social, economic, and environmental sustainability. 

India, as a signatory to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, has committed to 

achieving these goals. The country has made significant strides in various sectors, reflecting its dedication 

to sustainable development. One of the critical areas where India has focused its efforts is Goal 6: Clean 

Water and Sanitation. This goal aims to ensure availability and sustainable management of water and 

sanitation for all. 

India's journey towards achieving SDG 6 has been multifaceted, involving a combination of 

policy initiatives, technological innovations, and community engagement. The Swachh Bharat Mission 

(Clean India Mission), launched in 2014, is one of the flagship programs aimed at improving sanitation 

across the country. This mission has led to the construction of millions of toilets, significantly reducing 

open defecation and improving hygiene practices. The mission's success is evident in the substantial 

increase in sanitation coverage, which has had a positive impact on public health and the environment. 

In addition to sanitation, India has also made considerable progress in improving access to clean drinking 

water. The Jal Jeevan Mission, launched in 2019, aims to provide piped water supply to every rural 

household by 2024. This ambitious program focuses on decentralized, community-managed water 

systems, ensuring that local communities are involved in the planning and implementation process. The 

mission also emphasizes the importance of water conservation and management, promoting practices 

such as rainwater harvesting and groundwater recharge. 

Despite these efforts, challenges remain. India faces significant water stress due to its large 

population, rapid urbanization, and climate change. The country has only 4% of the world's freshwater 

resources but supports 18% of the global population. This imbalance has led to over-extraction of 

groundwater, pollution of water bodies, and conflicts over water resources. Addressing these challenges 

requires a holistic approach that integrates water management with other sectors such as agriculture, 

industry, and urban planning. 

The present status of SDG 6 in India shows a mixed picture. While there has been substantial 

progress in improving access to sanitation and drinking water, disparities persist between urban and rural 

areas, and among different states. Some regions, particularly in the north and west, face severe water 

scarcity, while others have abundant water resources. This uneven distribution necessitates targeted 

interventions that address the specific needs and challenges of each region. 
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Looking ahead, India needs to adopt a multi-pronged strategy to achieve SDG 6 by 2030. This strategy 

should include strengthening policy frameworks, enhancing institutional capacities, and fostering 

innovation and technology. Policies should promote integrated water resource management, ensuring that 

water use is efficient and sustainable across all sectors. Institutional capacities need to be built at all 

levels, from national to local, to ensure effective implementation and monitoring of water and sanitation 

programs. 

Innovation and technology play a crucial role in addressing water and sanitation challenges. India 

should invest in research and development to develop new technologies for water purification, 

wastewater treatment, and water conservation. These technologies should be affordable and scalable, 

ensuring that they can be adopted by communities across the country. Public-private partnerships can 

also drive innovation, leveraging the expertise and resources of the private sector to develop and 

implement sustainable solutions. 

Community engagement is another critical component of India's strategy for achieving SDG 6. 

Local communities should be empowered to take ownership of water and sanitation projects, ensuring 

that they are actively involved in decision-making processes. This can be achieved through capacity-

building programs, awareness campaigns, and participatory planning processes. Community-led 

initiatives, such as water user associations and self-help groups, can play a vital role in managing water 

resources and promoting sustainable practices. 

Education and awareness are essential for fostering a culture of water conservation and hygiene. 

Schools and higher educational institutions should integrate water and sanitation topics into their 

curricula, teaching students about the importance of these issues and encouraging them to adopt 

sustainable practices. Public awareness campaigns can also help change behaviours and attitudes towards 

water use and sanitation, promoting a more sustainable and responsible approach. 

In conclusion, India's efforts towards achieving SDG 6: Clean Water and Sanitation reflect its 

commitment to sustainable development. While significant progress has been made, challenges remain, 

requiring a comprehensive and integrated approach. By strengthening policy frameworks, enhancing 

institutional capacities, fostering innovation, and engaging communities, India can overcome these 

challenges and ensure that every citizen has access to clean water and sanitation. This will not only 

improve public health and the environment but also contribute to the overall socio-economic 

development of the country. As India continues its journey towards 2030, it must remain focused on its 

goals, leveraging its strengths and addressing its weaknesses to build a sustainable and prosperous future 

for all. 
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